
 

 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

February 17, 2016 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on February 17, 
2016 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Andrew Lochner, Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Leo Wilfahrt, and Commissioner Dennis Potter. Also present: 
Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; John Knisley, Water Planner. Members of the public included: Elsie Pace 
(Hanska), Jim Vogel (Springfield), Julie Anderson and Chad Mathiowetz (Mathiowetz Construction), Charles 
Kotten (Sleepy Eye). 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lochner at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2015 meeting as 
submitted.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
The first item of business was Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0002 by Bruce Pace, Darrell Pace Trust 
owner, on property described as N2 of the NE4, Sec. 27-Twp. 108N – R30W, Linden Township, Brown County, for 
the purpose to renew #C-00112 to continue to allow up to a maximum of 505 AU (1600 head finishing hogs and 
500 head nursery hogs) all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.     
 

Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application.  It was noted that the Planning and Zoning 
Office has received no complaints regarding this site.  The conditions will remain the same.   
 
Motion was made by Potter, and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board with 
conditions as stated in the meeting materials.    

 
The second item of business Final Plat #APP-00190.  A single Lot split by James & Joyce Bloemke known as 
Bloemke First Subdivision on property described as part of E2 of NW4, Sec01-Twp109N-R34W, Burnstown 
Township, Brown County.  Parcel being platted is currently an existing homestead being split from tillable 
ground. 

 
Discussion:  Sletta provided background on the application.  Lochner noted that the building just outside 
of the proposed property line would meet zoning setbacks and would not need to be removed.  Potter 
stated that the County Board passed the preliminary plat without requiring the building in question to 
be removed.   

 
Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board as 
presented in the meeting materials.   

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The third item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0001 by Travis Vogel on property 
described as in the SW4, Sec22-Twp108N-R.35W, Stately Township, Brown County, for the purpose to allow 
expansion of an existing feedlot from the current 201 AU to 561 AU (1650 head of Finishing Hogs and 55 Cow 
Calf pair) through construction of a 196' x 51' Hog Barn with 8' deep pit to house an additional 1200 head of 
finishing hogs located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   

 



 

Discussion:  Sletta provided background on the application and noted there were no neighbor 
comments or complaints about this existing feedlot or the proposed expansion.  Mohr asked if cow calf 
pair is two (2) animals or if they are only counted as a single unit.  It was clarified that the 55 cow calf 
pair are already part of the existing operation.  Tohal asked why the bar was not moved further south 
towards the home site.  Mr. Vogel stated that it was placed to the north because the winds are 
predominantly from the NW and blow away past the farm site.      

 
 Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board with 

conditions as stated in the meeting materials. 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The fourth item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0005 by Keith Olsen with Ladd 
Demolition & Aggregates, Julie Anderson representing on property described as in the NE4, Sec13-Twp109N-
R.33W, Leavenworth Township, Brown County, for the purpose to renew the current CUP #C-00219 to continue 
use of the property as demolition landfill compliant with MPCA rules for disposal of demolition & earthen 
material all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   

 
Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application.  Julie Anderson provided clarification that 
this CUP renewal was for the demolition portion of the site and not for the gravel mining.  Julie noted 
that the demolition is predominantly brought in by Mathiowetz Construction with only up to eight (8) 
private contractors also using the site.  The private contractors are only able to use the site for demo if 
approved by Mathiowetz prior to bringing it out.  Charles Kotten voiced his concern that this site does 
not meet Brown County Zoning Ordinance Section 706 (6) because the mining on this site does not meet 
the setback requirements.  Lochner noted that there were portions of the County that had their section 
corners re-monumented recently and that this could have shifted property line a small amount.  Lochner 
asked if they changed because the survey?  Kotten responded that the County would have to ask the 
surveyor.  Tohal stated that we must respond to Mr. Kotten's concern before we proceed with a 
decision.  Potter noted that only Section corners were re-checked and we (Brown County) did not go 
down to the half or quarter section detail.   Tohal asked if a survey should be done because of a dispute.  
Kotten responded that there was a survey already on file with the County and asked that the County 
Planning and Zoning look into the matter and "Do their job".   

 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Wilfahrt to recommend tabling the matter until the next 
Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on March 8th, 2016.  

 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
John Knisley, Water Planner  


